
Airspace and Noise Engagement Group 04.03.19 

Note of meeting 

 

DfT is minded to commission a new survey of noise attitudes as the previous SoNA work is 

now 5 years old.  DfT is talking to ICCAN about this.  Defra is leading on an 

interdepartmental analysis of the new WHO guidelines, and studies will be carried out over 

the next 18 months with a view to issuing recommendations in 2021, but there will be 

intermediate outputs.  Recommendations will likely be into how costs and benefits should be 

taken into account when considering the WHO guidelines. 

 

Green Paper consultation period extended until 20.06.19, with the White Paper due by the 

end of the year.  The extension will not apply to specific questions on legislative airspace 

change proposals, which have been consulted on alongside the Green Paper.  The reasons 

given for the extension were stakeholder request and Brexit work.  DfT are looking at being 

more directly involved in stakeholder engagement, but as their team is few in number this 

will be by invitation to Horseferry Road. 

 

Green Paper  

This item was led by Tim May.  Aim is to be more comprehensive than the 2013 APF.  

Additional strategy added around supporting general aviation.  There is a strong emphasis 

on partnership for growth.  By 2050 the expectation is for reduced noise exposure for the 

general population. 

 

There was a discussion around the new noise measures (para 3.115), in particular the one 

requiring all major airports to set out a plan which commits to future noise reduction.  There 

was a query why this only related to airports which do not have a planning cap, and a wish to 

strengthen the noise action plan process which community representatives regarded as 

being currently weak.  Community representatives were disappointed that all the current 

round of NAPs had been adopted by Defra without (apparently) the plans containing an 

estimate of the total number of people affected.  More engagement with Defra was 

requested.  Is there a better replacement for NAPs? 

 

There was a discussion around the proposed noise insulation measures (para 3.122).  The 

main concern was around the criteria for significantly increased overflight and ensuring that 

they didn’t result in eligibility inequality for residents.  

 

In relation to the PPG24 replacement, MHCLG is not keen to do it themselves but DfT now 

seems more willing to help as having the government stamp on it would increase the weight 

that could be attached to it.  The general wish seemed to be to just get on with it – SASIG 

and Sustainable Aviation in particular. 

 

Other general points made were: 

 Green Paper silent on demand management at the aggregate level 

 Industry should be more accountable for the effects it has 

 Meaning of “limit and where possible reduce” 

 Unclear effect of airport operations on house prices – a workshop was suggested 

and an up-to-date evidence base.  At an individual level, house prices were often just 

a factor of opportunity – the right house in the right location at the right time for the 

right price.  



 

Green Paper noise analysis 

This was presented by Darren Rhodes (CAA).  He concentrated on CAP 1731, 1766 and 

1767.  There was a lot of detail which I will leave to the circulated Powerpoints when they 

are available.   

 

There was a discussion around the next generation of supersonic aircraft and electric aircraft 

and their effects on KPIs.  The market for supersonic travel is based around business jets 

and commercial aircraft of about 50 seats.  Supersonic air travel will definitely be a niche 

market.  Fully electric aircraft could be noisier on landing than take-off as they will be landing 

with the same weight due to lack of fuel burn.  Drones could also be noisy with a 400ft height 

limit.  

 

ICCAN 

Sam Hartley attended from the ICCAN secretariat.  ICCAN will now be a permanent ANEG 

attendee. 

 

ICCAN is currently doing a round of stakeholder engagement after Rob Light was appointed 

as Head Commissioner.  Other appointments are ongoing – expect a final strength of about 

14. 

 

They have been impressed by the level of goodwill and expectation shown by stakeholders, 

although the latter does need to be managed while ICCAN is in its infancy.  Expectation is 

particularly high amongst Ministers.  ICCAN does need to prioritise. 

 

The first year work will start in April, and ICCAN will be asking for help in deciding priorities.  

ICCAN does intend to bring fresh thinking to issues and start with a clear mind.  Initial 

thoughts were around: noise and timescales, trust, pace of change, accountability, metrics 

and research. 

 

NATS / CAA on airspace modernisation 

Jane Johnson presented the NATS update. 

 

The redesign of the network should be completed by the end of the year, and at the moment 

NATS are waiting for airports to confirm where their proposed departure and arrival points 

will knit into the airspace above 7,000ft.   

 

The first iteration of the draft SE masterplan should be ready by June, and at the moment 

the consultation requirements are being worked up by NATS and CAA.  All airspace change 

proposals sponsored by the London airports have passed the Gateway 1A stage.  

 

Jonathan Sharratt (CAA) advised that airspace modernisation remained the key priority and 

that statements of need for FAS Implementation South should be completed soon. 

 

Next meeting 

Date will be circulated – likely to be early summer. 

 

Jeremy Pine 

05/03/19. 


