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Guidance notes for members and visitors 
18 Smith Square, London SW1P 3HZ 
 
Please read these notes for your own safety and that of all visitors, staff and tenants. 
 
Welcome! 
18 Smith Square is located in the heart of Westminster, and is nearest to the Westminster, Pimlico, 
Vauxhall and St James’s Park Underground stations, and also Victoria, Vauxhall and Charing Cross 
railway stations. A map is available on the back page of this agenda.  
 
Security 
All visitors (who do not have an LGA ID badge), are requested to report to the Reception desk where 
they will be asked to sign in and will be given a visitor’s badge to be worn at all times whilst in the 
building. 
 
18 Smith Square has a swipe card access system meaning that security passes will be required to 
access all floors.  Most LGA governance structure meetings will take place on the ground floor, 7th 
floor and 8th floor of 18 Smith Square.  
 
Please don’t forget to sign out at reception and return your security pass when you depart. 
 
Fire instructions 
In the event of the fire alarm sounding, vacate the building immediately following the green Fire Exit 
signs. Go straight to the assembly point in Tufton Street via Dean Trench Street (off Smith Square). 
 
DO NOT USE THE LIFTS. 
DO NOT STOP TO COLLECT PERSONAL BELONGINGS. 
DO NOT RE-ENTER BUILDING UNTIL AUTHORISED TO DO SO. 
 
Open Council 
Open Council, on the 7th floor of 18 Smith Square, provides informal meeting space  
and refreshments for local authority members and officers who are in London.  
 
Toilets  
Unisex toilet facilities are available on every floor of 18 Smith Square. Accessible toilets are also 
available on all floors. 
 
Accessibility 
If you have special access needs, please let the meeting contact know in advance and we will do our 
best to make suitable arrangements to meet your requirements. 
 
Every effort has been made to make the building as accessible as possible for people with 
disabilities. Induction loop systems have been installed in the larger meeting rooms and at the main 
reception. There is a parking space for blue badge holders outside the Smith Square entrance and 
two more blue badge holders’ spaces in Dean Stanley Street to the side of the building. There is also 
a wheelchair lift at the main entrance. For further information please contact the Facilities 
Management Helpdesk on 020 7664 3015. 
 
Guest WiFi in 18 Smith Square  
WiFi is available in 18 Smith Square for visitors. It can be accessed by enabling “Wireless Network 
Connection” on your computer and connecting to LGA Guest WIFI. You will then need to register, 



 

 

either by completing a form or through your Facebook or Twitter account (if you have one). You only 
need to register the first time you log on.  
 
Guest WiFi in Local Government House  
 
WiFi is available in Local Government House for visitors. It can be accessed by enabling “Wireless 
Network Connection” on your computer and connecting to LGA Guest WIFI. You will then need to 
register, either by completing a form or through your Facebook or Twitter account (if you have one). 
You only need to register the first time you log on. 
 
Carers’ Allowance  
 
As part of the LGA Members’ Allowances Scheme a Carer’s Allowance of up to £7.83 per hour is 
available to cover the cost of dependants (i.e. children, elderly people or people with disabilities) 
incurred as a result of attending this meeting. 
 
Social Media 
 
The LGA is committed to using social media in a co-ordinated and sensible way, as part of a 
strategic approach to communications, to help enhance the reputation of local government, 
improvement engagement with different elements of the community and drive efficiency.  Please feel 
free to use social media during this meeting.   
However, you are requested not to use social media during any confidential items. 
 
Further help 
Please speak either to staff at the main reception on the ground floor, if you require any further help 
or information. You can find the LGA website at www.local.gov.uk  

http://www.local.gov.uk/


 

 

Strategic Aviation Special Interest Group 
 
6 February 2019 
 
 
There will be a meeting of the Strategic Aviation Special Interest Group at:  
 
11.00 am on Wednesday 6 February 2019 in Westminster Room, 8th floor,  
Local Government Association, 18 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ. 
 
Attendance Sheet 
 
Please ensure that you sign the attendance register, which will be available in the meeting room.  It 
is the only record of your presence at the meeting. 
 
Apologies 
 
Please notify Lesley Smith secretariat@sasig.org.uk if you are unable to attend this meeting so that 
catering numbers can be adjusted, if necessary.  
 
Location 
 
A map showing the location of 18 Smith Square is printed on the back cover.   
 
LGA Contact 
 
Fatima de Abreu Fatima.deabreu@local.gov.uk 
 

mailto:secretariat@sasig.org.uk
mailto:Fatima.deabreu@local.gov.uk


 

 

Agenda 
 
Strategic Aviation Special Interest Group (SASIG) 
 
Wednesday 6 February 2019 
 
11.00 am – 1.00pm 
 
Westminster Room, 8th floor 
Local Government Association  18 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ 
 

 
 
 Item Page Time 
 
SIGN IN AND REFRESHMENTS                 10.30 
 
1.   Chairman’s welcome, new attendees and apologies from 

the floor. 
Items being handled via post or electronically: 
 

 11.00 

2.   Minutes of previous meetings / matters arising 
 

1 11.05 

a) Full SASIG meeting: 16 November 2018 
 

3 – 9  

b) CAG meeting: 23 January 2019 
 

11 – 16  

3.   Budget 
 

17 11.15 

a) Update on 2018/19 subscriptions and 2019/20 budget 
 

19 – 25  

b) External meetings held and invitations received to 
include discussion of theme of Chairman’s speech at 
Westminster Forum: 30th April 2019 

 

27 – 28  

4.   Update from Head of Secretariat on SASIG position 
regarding the following Consultations: 
 

29 – 66  11.25 

a) Aviation 2050: Green Paper (subject of the afternoon 
workshop) 

 

  

b) Heathrow Airspace & Future Operations 
 

  

c) Gatwick Draft Masterplan 
 

  



 

 

d) Planned & Permanent Redistribution of Air Traffic (PPR) 
 

  

5.   EU Aviation Report 2019: A Review of Key Findings and 
Implications 
 

67 – 71  11.40 

6.   Discussion on possible SASIG 20th Anniversary 
celebration later in 2019 
 

73 – 80  11.45 

7.   Consideration of current SASIG Secretariat contract 
 

81 12.00 

8.   Future dates: 2019/20 SASIG meetings 
 

83 12.10 

9.   Guest Speaker: Kamal Panchal, Senior Policy Advisor, LGA 
leading on local growth / transport 
 

85 12.15 

10.   Drones: Prospective issues for Local Authorities 
 

87 – 91  12.25 

11.   Guest Speaker: Kathy Nothstine, NESTA 
 

93 12.30 

12.   Any other Business (please notify the Chairman in 
advance)  
secretariat@sasig.org.uk 

 12.50 

 
LUNCH                    1.00pm 
 
See over for details of SASIG Workshop: 2.00 – 4.00pm 
 
 
 Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday, 10 July 2019, 18 Smith Sqaure, London, SW1P 

3HZ 
 



 

 

AGENDA (continued….) 
 

SASIG Workshop: 2:00pm – 4:00pm 
Westminster Suite, LGA, Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ 

 
Aviation 2050: Green Paper:   
Internal discussion of SASIG proposed response 

 
 
This workshop will be held in the same meeting room as the morning meeting.   
 
The aim of this informal workshop is to hold an internal discussion for members with regard to the 
Government’s publication of its consultation: 'Aviation 2050 - the future of UK aviation'.  The 
Government is seeking views and feedback on this Green Paper which outlines proposals for a new 
aviation strategy and details the long-term vision for aviation to 2050. SASIG proposes to submit a 
response.   
 
The consultation was published on 17th December 2018 and will run until 11th April 2019. 
 
Further details on this consultation plus access to the document itself and other supporting 
documents can be seen here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sasig.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e2a319c4ee00460435491b51&id=d265e7a23c&e=0205a3f1ab


 

 
 

SASIG Meeting: 6 February 2019 
 

 

Item 2: Minutes of previous meetings/matters arising: 

(a)  Full SASIG meeting: 16th November 2018 

(b)  CAG meeting: 23rd January 2019 
 

Decision: that SASIG members note the minutes for these meetings (see attached) 
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Item 2(a): Note of last Strategic Aviation Special Interest 
Group (SASIG) meeting 
 

Title: 
 

Strategic Aviation Special Interest Group (SASIG) 

Date: 
 

Friday 16th November 2018 

Venue: Smith Square 3&4, Ground Floor, 18 Smith Square,  
London, SW1P 3HZ 

  

 
Attendance 
An attendance list for the meeting is attached as Appendix A to this note. 

 
 

Item Decisions and actions 
1   Chairman's welcome and apologies 
 Cllr Keith Artus (Chairman) welcomed members to the meeting.  Apologies were 

noted. 
 

2   Minutes of previous meetings & Matters arising 
 The minutes from the last SASIG meeting held on 11th July 2018 were noted and 

accepted. Members suggested marking SASIG’s 20th anniversary in 2019 and 
agreed that this should be further discussed at the next meeting of the group.  
 
The minutes of the CAG meeting held on 25th October 2018 were approved and 
members noted current actions were either completed or being addressed. 
 

3  Budget 
 a. Update on 2018-19 budget 

Cllr Macrae provided an update on the 2018-19 budget and informed members that 
the overall balance was largely on target as predicted at the last meeting. Members 
were also advised that nearly all SASIG subscriptions had now been received.  

The budget for next year will be set after 31st March 2019. 

b. External meetings held and invitations received 

Members noted meetings attended and also plans for the meeting on 19th 
November 2018 with Baroness Sugg CBE, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 
for Transport. The Chairman will update members following their meeting.  

Action: Chairman to update Members regarding meeting with Baroness Sugg. 

Chris Cain, Head of Secretariat, informed the group that the Green Paper would be 
published on 14th December 2018. There appears to be willingness on the part of 
DfT to engage with local authorities on key issues such as planning, surface access, 
economic development and environmental impact. Members were encouraged to 
remain engaged in these areas, and also to start familiarising themselves with 
Airspace matters as hitherto this may not have seemed such a priority for them, but 
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looking forward it will be, as many airports are currently looking at expansion plans 
and airspace changes which can be just as controversial if ill thought through. 
Members were pleased to hear that the SASIG Chairman sits on the newly-formed 
Airspace Strategy Board which is chaired by Baroness Sugg and that SASIG would 
meet with DfT again following the publication of the Green Paper.  

Jeremy Pine updated the Group regarding his ongoing attendance at the Airspace 
and Noise Engagement Group meetings (ANEG). This forum provides a strong 
opportunity for SASIG to contribute their views to DfT and other stakeholders.  
Jeremy had also attended a DfT focus group in July looking at mitigation and 
compensation issues and he provided members with a summary of that meeting. 
There was no ‘one size fits all’ solution but there could be ways for councils with 
affected communities to look at methods of means-testing for example.  

Compensation issues were historic, and the key was getting a trigger point 
established (i.e. volume or passenger movement).  It was also usually the developer 
picking up the bill and not the polluter. 

Members discussed several issues which included the following points: 
 
x Noise pollution and its impact on local residents; 

x New developments would include funding for noise insulation, however this 
would not address the impact of noise in gardens and open areas; 

x More detailed examples of current schemes would be useful, and a comparison 
should be made on varying quality of noise insulation to include double-glazing; 

x The Chairman referred to key issues around Stansted and the effects on the 
environment, capacity and compensation decisions.  

x Members detailed policies being used within their own areas, agreeing that there 
needs to be a national policy on mitigation to prevent developers from building 
without due consideration.  

x There is growing evidence of long-term effects on health which may in the future, 
impact on local authorities if they do not carry out public health assessments; 

x There is an obvious huge impact on the public purse – almost unaffordable. The 
issue is therefore complicated and difficult to resolve;  

x The imminent appointment of a Chairman to the new Independent Commission 
on Civil Aviation Noise (ICCAN) and the importance of local authority 
participation and engagement; 

x Safeguarding maps are key, and it was agreed that a planning group with 
DFT/MHCLGS would be a good way to provide the opportunity to input into the 
National Policy Statement. Planning is vital, and members felt that too much is 
reactive. The Chairman agreed that this point would be raised at the forthcoming 
meeting with Baroness Sugg; 

x The use of the word ‘Communities’ as a heading in Government Documents was 
too broad and should be broken down into more distinctive titles i.e. Local 
Authorities, etc. 

x Current processes and the order in which things happen are confusing therefore 
perhaps the Department should consider providing a flow chart of some kind; 

x Conflicting issues were difficult to mitigate within the various community groups 
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therefore a flow chart could again be useful in linking up all of the groups’ 
ultimate aims; 

x SASIG had attended the last meeting of the CAA Board along with others such 
as HACAN, ACCs,etc. and concern was raised about the current airspace limits 
and they would be co-ordinated.  CAA had promised to work closely with DfT. 

x The group agreed that pressure must continue for clarification of airspace policy 
issues and future requirements as there is much confusion. 

4  Brief Update from Chairman on website analytics 
 Cllr Artus informed members that usage of the new website had increased and the 

group discussed ways in which it could further be promoted as a key resource. 
There was a forthcoming meeting scheduled to look at the analytics in more detail. 

Reports on current analyses will be followed up at future meetings. 

5  Key issues for forthcoming meeting with Aviation Minister, Baroness 
Sugg (19th November 2018) 

 Members noted the content of the briefing paper. A key issue to be raised at the 
meeting was to try and get a commitment from the Minister for SASIG to have 
regular engagement with DfT officials. The Chairman informed the group that he 
would report back to members after the meeting on Monday 19th November 2018. 

Action: Copy of follow-up letter to Baroness Sugg to members 

6  Update from Chairman and Head of Secretariat on SASIG position 
papers within DfT's Aviation Strategy process 

 Members noted updates from the Secretariat on SASIG position papers within DfT’s 
Aviation Strategy process including: 

(a) APPG-GA Calls for Evidence Enquiry: Although not a priority area for SASIG 
who considered resources to be better spent on the bigger commercial airports, it 
had been invited to submit views to this enquiry by the APPG-GA Chairman.  It was 
agreed that a small response would be provided. 

Action: Secretariat to draft response to be submitted. 

(b) Defra Noise Action Plans Consultation: The group noted responsibility for these 
lies with the airports (although in Dublin it actually lies with the local authority). It was 
emphasised that when considering the effects of noise on certain areas, significance 
must be given to protecting areas such as national parks. SASIG had submitted a 
letter to Defra rather than a proforma response. 

(c) CAA Airspace Guidance Strategy: SASIG had submitted a response which is on 
the website. 

(d) Airspace Strategy Board: Cllr Artus provided members with feedback from the 
first meeting held on 25th October 2018. The ASB had provided some paper 
publications which the Chairman would circulate to members once he had received 
electronic copies. 

(e) Further consultation on Heathrow expansion (CAP1722): This was an important 
consultation which everyone should look at and which SASIG should provide a 
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response to. Members were invited to submit to the Secretariat any comments they 
wished included in the overall response.  

Members noted the informative summary table of consultations and suggested the 
inclusion of an ‘airspace’ column. The Secretariat would continue updating this for 
future meetings and invited the group to make suggestions for its further 
development.  

7  Update from Head of Secretariat on current SASIG membership 
 Chris Cain gave members a short presentation on the current SASIG membership 

and future recruitment opportunities to expand the group. Members heard about 
current work being undertaken regarding engagement with authorities not yet 
represented as well as additional work targeting specific MPs. The group noted 
expressions of interest to date.  

Members were pleased that the Group’s profile has increased substantially so that it 
was now being regarded as a major aviation industry stakeholder with a strong 
voice. However, they felt that recognition of their contribution and expertise could be 
better recognised and supported by the LGA. 

8  Future dates: 2018 / 19 SASIG Meetings 
 Members noted proposed dates of future meetings. 

 

9  Guest Speaker: Mark Lever, Head of Corporate Affairs, London Gatwick 
 The Chairman welcomed Mark Lever, Head of Corporate Affairs, London Gatwick. 

Members were given a presentation on the airport’s growth and operational 
sustainability and details of its recently launched draft Masterplan. The presentation 
would be made available for members to view on the SASIG website. 

Mr Lever outlined details of Gatwick’s assets and operational sustainability, 
summarising details of previous and future investment plans. 

Members noted the following points: 

x Gatwick airport has an unique airline mix in the UK;  

x It has an unprecedented number of connections to long haul routes and 
connections to global business cities; 

x Freight is also fast growing and there is capacity for more;  

x It is also well connected by rail to London and the South Coast; 

x The airport is now in the oyster zone with much enhanced transport links; 

x Trains are much better equipped for accommodating travellers; 

x The market has grown with spillover traffic from Heathrow Airport; 

x Engagement on the benefits of growth has been key to development of the 
strategy and is taken very seriously; 

x Education and skills are a major part of their aim to encourage students to 
consider engineering etc. as career options; 
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x Gatwick has had a positive financial impact on local visitor economies. Work is 
underway with local tourism boards to encourage more regional tourism; 

x Work is underway to maximise growth in local trade and to improve resilience 
and capacity; 

x Technology is being improved to enable greater efficiency. 

Gatwick’s draft master plan is aimed at making the best use of existing runways and 
deal with issues around future capacity. This entails exploration of key economic and 
environmental impacts. 

Mark Lever outlined the three scenarios for Gatwick’s growth: 

1)  make best use of the existing current single use runway; 

2)  use the existing standby runway along with the main runway; 

3)  continue to safeguard for an additional runway to the south.  

He accepted that there were challenges but that these were being considered. 
These scenarios are future-proof to ensure that airport modernisation does not 
prevent improvement. 

Members discussed issues around government policy and any possible outcry from 
local people with everyone now very conscious that communities and airports have 
difficulties in addressing noise and traffic distribution. Current scenarios and plans 
will mitigate these issues and engagement is much more positive. Opportunities will 
be better without the impacts that may have happened with a second runway. 

The group also referred to the impact cargo traffic has on local areas and the lack of 
a freight forwarder at Gatwick.  They raised concerns about the impact on the M25 
and the speaker confirmed that there are no current plans to look at this problem. 
However, he informed them that facilitation of some more cargo space at Gatwick is 
being looked at. They went on to discuss regional sustainability issues including the 
idea of better connectivity between Manchester and Gatwick for example. 

Mr Lever informed members of existing low-noise aircraft and plans underway for 
reductions in the noise footprint of certain larger aircraft. There are current tracking 
systems in existence which detail impact of noise. Any carriers not using available 
technologies to improve their noise levels will be hit with penalty charges.  

Cllr Artus thanked the speaker for an informative and interesting presentation. 
 

10  Any other business (please notify the Chairman in advance) 
(secretariat@sasig.org.uk) 

 There was no other business and the meeting was closed. 
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Appendix A:    Attendance & Apologies 

 
Position/Role Councillor Authority 

Chairman Cllr Keith Artus Uttlesford DC 

Vice-Chairman Cllr Jamie Macrae Cheshire East 

Vice Chairman Cllr Nigel Shaw Broadland DC 

Members Cllr Martin Elengorn LB Richmond upon Thames 

 Jeremy Pine Uttlesford DC 

 Cllr Ian Reay Hertfordshire CC 

 Cllr David Sleight Wokingham BC 

 Cllr Simon Arnold LB Hillingdon 

 Cllr Derek Mellor Hampshire CC 

 Bryony Gale London Luton Airport Ltd 

 Surinderpal Suri LB Hounslow 

 Mark Frost LB Hounslow 

 Anne Clitheroe Essex CC 

 Cllr Robert Mitchell Essex CC 

 Val Beale LB Hillingdon 

 John Coates LB Richmond 

 Colin Stanbury LB Richmond 

 Kay Mead East Herts DC 

 Steve Shannon Doncaster Council 

 Sophia Norfolk Slough BC 

 Chris Cain Head of SASIG Secretariat 

 Lesley Smith SASIG Secretariat 

LGA Officer: Fatima de Abreu Local Government Association 

Speaker: Mark Lever London Gatwick Airport (main meeting only) 

Apologies: Jackie Cheetham Honorary President SASIG 

 Scott Cardwell Doncaster MB 

 John Walchester Broadland DC 

Page 8

Agenda Item 2a



 

 

 Joanna Shum Spelthorne BC 

 Cllr Alex Horwood Reigate & Banstead DC 

 Cllr Kevin Bentley Essex CC 

 Cllr Richard Baker LB Richmond 
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SASIG Meeting: 6th February 2019 
Item 2 

 
Item 2(b): MINUTES OF THE CHAIRMAN’S ADVISORY GROUP 
(CAG) MEETING: Wednesday: 23rd January 2019      
 
Date:    Wednesday: 23rd January 2019 
Time:   11:30 – 13:30 hrs  
Venue: Milton Room, LGA, Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ 
 
Attendees:  

Cllr Keith Artus – SASIG Chairman   (Uttlesford District Council) 
Jackie Cheetham       (Honorary President, SASIG) 
Jeremy Pine      (Uttlesford District Council) 
Chris Cain      Head of SASIG Secretariat 
Lesley Smith       SASIG Secretariat 

 
Apologies Received: 

Cllr Jamie Macrae – Vice Chairman                (Cheshire East Council) 
Cllr Nigel Shaw - Vice Chairman   (Broadland District Council) 

 
Item 2: Review and Actions from previous CAG/SASIG meetings: 
 
a)  Minutes of 25th October 2018 CAG Meeting:  
Minutes of the previous CAG meeting were reviewed. The following actions were 
noted as outstanding: 
 

x Identify relevant LGA policy officers responsible for aviation with a view to 
presentation from SASIG and/or Chairman to approach LGA Chairman, 
Lord Porter.  It was agreed Chairman should send letter to Lord Porter of 
Spalding.  
Action:  Secretariat to revise draft letter to include emphasis on SASIG 
geographical coverage, membership range and increased influence. 

 
The minutes of CAG meeting 25th October 2018 were approved and outstanding 
actions noted. 

 
b)  Minutes of 16th November 2018 SASIG Meeting:  
 

x Chairman to report back to members on the meeting with Baroness Sugg 
held on 19th November 2018. 
Action: Secretariat to finalise draft of letter to Baroness Sugg as 
agreed with Chairman and update members at next SASIG meeting. 

x Response to be submitted to APPG-GA Calls for Evidence enquiry. 
Action: complete and shown in members’ area on website. 
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The minutes of SASIG meeting of 16th November 2018 were approved and 
outstanding actions noted. 
 
Item 3: Administration and Finances 
 
a) Status updates on 2018/19 SASIG subscription invoices and forthcoming 
budget 2019/20: 
A written update was submitted by Cllr Macrae who will provide a full update at 
the next SASIG members’ meeting on 6th February 2019.  The Group was 
informed that all subscriptions for 2018-19 had been received with the exception 
of one authority.   
 
It was agreed that the current subscription rates should not increase but should 
be kept under regular review. The Secretariat were to present a review paper to 
the next CAG meeting. 
 
The Group also discussed ideas on how to simplify finance reporting and make 
access to updates easier.  It was also in agreement that Cllr Macrae should be 
asked to continue to manage and present this item beyond the completion of his 
term as a Councillor later this year if he was willing to do so, as his work in 
handling the finance to date has been, and remains, much appreciated. 
 
Action: Secretariat to undertake a fee review and report to the next CAG 
meeting 
Action: Chairman to liaise with Cllr Macrae on possible ideas. 
 
(b) External meetings held and invitations received to include: discussion 
of theme of Chairman’s speech at the Westminster Forum on 30th April 
2019. 
 
The Group was provided with an update of meetings and invitations received 
since the last full meeting in November last year.  These included the Chairman’s 
attendance of the first meeting of the Airspace Strategy Board and his meeting 
along with the Head of Secretariat with the Aviation Minister Baroness Sugg.  The 
Chairman had also met with Rob Light who is the new Head Commissioner of the 
Independent Commission on Civil Aviation noise (ICCAN).  Forthcoming events 
include SASIG attending a CAA engagement session on the development of new 
airspace changes and the next meeting of the Airspace & Noise Engagement 
Group (ANEG).  The Chairman is also to be a guest speaker at the Westminster 
Forum Seminar: Priorities for the UK Aviation Strategy, to be held on 30th April.  
The Group discussed ideas for the theme of the Chairman’s talk and it was 
decided to concentrate on SASIG’s eventual response to the Aviation 2050 Green 
Paper.  It was also agreed that the idea of joined-up Government and local inter-
connectivity should also form part of his speech. 
Action: Chairman/Head of Secretariat to liaise regarding presentation for 
seminar. 
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Item 4: Update from Head of Secretariat on SASIG position 
regarding the following consultations: 
 
(a)  Aviation 2050.  This consultation began on 17th December 2018 and runs 
until 11th April 2019.  It is planned to hold an informal workshop for members 
following the SASIG full meeting on 6th February which will provide an excellent 
opportunity for discussion on SASIG’s proposed response. Jeremy Pine had 
reviewed the document and produced a summary which he would forward to the 
Secretariat. 
Action: Jeremy Pine to forward summary to the Secretariat. 
 
(b)  Heathrow Airspace & Future Operations. This consultation began on 8th 
January 2019 and runs until 4th March 2019.  The Group decided members 
should be asked whether SASIG should consider submitting a response to this 
and to provide the Secretariat with any thoughts and ideas by the next SASIG full 
meeting on 6th February. 
Action: Secretariat to send request out to members. 
 
(c)  Gatwick Draft Masterplan.  This consultation closed on 10th January 2019.  
Members had received a presentation from Mark Lever, the Head of Corporate 
Affairs at Gatwick, at the last members’ meeting in November last year and it was 
felt that this was adequately covered. 
 
(d)  Additional Heathrow consultation: CAP1722. This consultation closed on 4th 
January this year.  SASIG did not submit a response as it was felt it was more of a 
localised issue.  However the Group agreed it would be worth asking members at 
the next SASIG full members meeting whether any of their authorities had 
responded and if they would forward their responses to the Secretariat. 
Action: Chairman to address members at the meeting on 6th February. 
 
(e)  APPG-GA Calls for Evidence: This consultation closed late last year and SASIG 
had submitted a response which can be seen on the members’ area of the 
website. 
 
Item 5: Follow-up on Chairman and Head of Secretariat’s 
meeting on 19th November 2018 with Aviation Minister, 
Baroness Sugg. 
 
The Group discussed content of the letter that was to be sent to the Aviation 
Minister to thank her for her time and to highlight points of importance to SASIG 
and its members. 
Action: Secretariat to provide Chairman with draft of letter which will be 
provided to members. 
 
Item 6: Consideration of SASIG Secretariat contract 
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The Group agreed that it was pleased with the way that the Secretariat was 
currently run and that the arrangement with Northpoint Aviation Services 
should continue. Options were discussed on how the extended contract would be 
taken forward with preference given to the performance-related options and a 
small increase in the base rate.  Clarity was also needed on how the framework 
agreement would be continued after December 2019 when the current one ends.   
Agreement for the current Secretariat services to continue was to be signed off at 
the next full members meeting on 6th February 2019.   
Action:  Secretariat to set out proposal and forward to Chairman. 
 
Item 7: Review of SASIG Committee Structures and Membership 
 
The Head of Secretariat presented a paper to the Group seeking views on the 
current role and membership of CAG and also asking whether there would be 
value on re-establishing Technical Working Groups again and if so in when and in 
what form. The Secretariat was asked to take not of the discussion whivh 
followed and prepare formal proposals to be tabled at the SASIG AGM in July. 
Action: Head of Secretariat to undertake review and report to CAG in June 
 
Item 8: Arrangements for full SASIG meeting on Wednesday: 6th 
February 2019 
 
a)  The draft agenda was reviewed by the Group and, due to time constraints, 
would be agreed by the Chairman after the meeting.  
Action: Chairman to review and agree agenda. 
 
b)  Venue: Westminster Suite, LGA, Smith Square, London.   
 
c)  Afternoon workshop: SASIG internal discussion on Aviation 2050 Green 
Paper.  Further details would be provided in due course by the Head of 
Secretariat. 
 
Item 9: Discussion on format of possible SASIG 20th anniversary 
celebration 
 
As SASIG is celebrating its 20th anniversary this year, it has been suggested that 
a celebration of some kind should be provided for members.  The Group was 
provided with a short summary of the history of SASIG and some of its 
achievements over the last two decades and agreed that a letter should be sent to 
Lord Porter of Spalding, Chairman of LGA inviting him to attend and to give a 
small speech.  The Group discussed various ideas for venues (possibly House of 
Commons if sponsored by an MP or LGA in Smith Square), dates, guests and 
speakers. 
Action: Secretariat to draft letter to go to Lord Porter from Chairman and 
ideas to be discussed at SASIG meeting on 6th February. 
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Item 10: Future dates: 2019 for SASIG/CAG and any additional 
meetings  
 
The Group was asked to consider their availability for the final CAG and SASIG 
meetings of 2019.  Some preferred dates were discussed and the Secretariat will 
take these forward to LGA to arrange suitable room bookings and report back to 
the Group and to the full membership. 
Action: Secretariat to book dates/rooms at LGA 
  
10. A.O.B. 
 
None. 
 
Meeting close 
 
 
(For Summary of actions from this meeting and also outstanding actions 
from the last SASIG full meeting of 16th November 2018, please see below) 
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Summary of actions from CAG meeting: 23rd January 2019 
 
 

No. Action Responsible person(s) Progress 

1 Identify relevant LGA policy officer(s) 
responsible for aviation with a view to 
presentation from SASIG and/or 
Chairman to approach LGA Chairman 
Lord Porter.  

Chairman/Secretariat Draft letter to Lord Porter has been sent to 
Chairman for approval and forwarding on. Guest 
speaker at SASIG meeting on 6th February will be 
Kamal Panchal, Senior Policy lead at LGA on local 
growth and transport.  

2 Finance reporting: to look at ways of 
simplifying current arrangements 

Cllr Macrae Chairman to liaise with Cllr Macrae. 

3 Chairman to be a guest speaker at the 
Westminster Forum Seminar: Priorities 
for the UK Aviation Strategy: 30th April.   

Chairman/Head of 
Secretariat 

Chairman/Head of Secretariat to liaise regarding 
presentation focusing on SASIG’s response to 
Green Paper once this has been actioned. 

4 Aviation 2050: preparing to develop a 
SASIG response. 

Secretariat Jeremy Pine to forward his summary to the 
Secretariat.  (Action complete) 

5 Heathrow Airspace & Future 
Operations consultation: members to 
be asked for comments 

Secretariat Members to be asked to provide any thoughts 
and ideas to be included in SASIG response. 
(Action complete) n.b. this also forms part of 
SASIG agenda of 6th February. 

6 Heathrow consultation: CAP1722: to 
ask if any members responded to this 
consultation (ended 4th January) 

Chairman Chairman to ask members if any of their 
authorities responded to this, at SASIG meeting of 
6th February. 

7 Chairman to report back to members 
on meeting with Aviation Minister on 
19th November 2018. 

Chairman To be covered on agenda of meeting 6th 
February 2019. 
 

8 Consideration of SASIG Secretariat 
contract 

All members To be covered on the agenda of meeting 6th 
February 2019. 

9 Review of current SASIG committee 
structures and technical workshops 

Secretariat Secretariat to investigate various options. Work 
in progress. 

10 SASIG 20th anniversary celebration 
this year 

All members To be covered on the agenda of SASIG meeting 
6th February 2019. 

11 Dates for final full members SASIG 
meeting of this year. 

Secretariat It was agreed to hold this on 7th November at 
LGA (alterative date would be 5th November) tbc 

 
 

 
Summary of outstanding actions from SASIG/AGM meeting: 16th November 

2018 
 

1 Chairman to report back to members 
on meeting with Aviation Minister on 
19th November 2018. 

Chairman To be covered on agenda of meeting 6th 
February 2019. 
 

2 Response to be submitted to APPG-GA 
Calls for Evidence enquiry 

Secretariat Action complete and response can be seen in 
members’ area on the website. 
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SASIG Meeting: 6 February 2019 
 

 

Item 3: Budget: 

(a)  Update on 2018//19 subscriptions and 2019/20 budget 

(b)  External meetings held and invitations received  

 

Decision:  SASIG requested to note current budget monitoring. 
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SASIG Meeting: 6th February 2019 

                               
Item 3 (a) 

 
Item 3 (a) :  Projected Out-turn for  2018/2019 Budget & 
Proposed Budget 2019/2020 :  for SASIG approval: 
 
Decisions requested: 
 

x  That SASIG note the current budget monitoring and the projected 
out-turn for the year 2018 / 2019. ( 31-03-2019) 
 

 
The Secretariat continues to receive regular financial reporting from Dudley 
MBC , who host all SASIG financial administration.  The third quarter update, 
accounts for income and expenditure up to end December 2018, including 
approved invoices.  The current balances are reflected in the budget update and 
projected out-turn figures in Table Annex A include known fixed costs up to  
31-03-19. 
 
The projected out-turn against the approved budget 2018/2019 (as Amended 
11-07-18)  remains within the forecast for the year and takes account of a 
number of minor variations across individual budget lines:  These variations plus 
and minus are highlighted in Column 2 Annex A . 
 
Income has been adjusted to take account of Thanet DC leaving SASIG and 
Hampshire CC re-joining for 2018/19.  The opening balance has increased to 
reflect the final out-turn from 2017/2018 adjustments to account for previous 
years under recovery of subscriptions. 
 
The Research budget remains largely underspent and not forecast to increase 
before the end of 2018/19 budget year. 
 
Members will note that the current forecast out-turn for 2018/19 has therefore 
increased to £28,942 against the approved budget figure of £21,115. 
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Appendix A:  Approved Budget 2018-2019 (Variations)  
 
 
Increase in authorised expenditure Northpoint budget to £ 64,075 (+£825) 
 
Underspend on Research budget by - £5,900 to date 
 
Overspend on Hospitality and Meeting Rooms combined, by + £350  
 
Increased authorised expenditure for Website and support + £450 
 
Underspend on travel etc. 
 
Overall projected carry over figure projected at £28,942.  
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Annex A: Approved Budget 2018-2019 
 

 
x Figures shown in red are increased variances from the approved 2018/19 

budget. Figures shown in green are positive variations to approved budget 
lines.  

 
 

 Column 1  Column 2 
 Amended  

Budget Out-
turn 11-07-18 

 Projected 
Out-turn  
31-03-2019 

INCOME    
Membership subscriptions  £62,980  £63,905  
Interest on balance held    
Other income    
TOTAL INCOME £62,980  £63,905 
    
SASIG opening balance  £33,035  £35,173 
    
EXPENDITURE    
Secretariat (NP)    
Director – (part time) plus:    
Project /Policy and Administration 
support: 

£63,250  £64,075 

    
Sub-total £63,250  £64,075 
    
Research Budget £ 6,450  £550 
    
Supplies & Publicity    
Host Authority Administration Costs £ 2,000  £2,000 
Meeting rooms £ 1000  £508 
Telephones £ 100  £42 
Hospitality £  600  £1481 
Printing/publicity/publications/website £ 1000  £1450 
    
Sub-total £4,700  £5,481 
    
Conferences, training & travel £ 500  £30 
    
TOTAL EXPENDITURE £74,900  £70,136 
    
Balance projected end of financial yr £21,115  £28,942 
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Proposed SASIG Budget for the year 2019 / 2020. 
 
 
Decisions Requested: 
 

x That SASIG Approves the proposed budget for the year 2019 / 2020          
( 01-04-2019 to 31-03-1920),  subject to the reappointment of Northpoint 
Aviation to provide  Secretariat  Services at set out in Item 7 of the agenda 
papers. 
 

x That SASIG agree that Dudley M.B.C. continue as the Host Authority to 
provide financial monitoring and accountancy services to SASIG. 
 

x That SASIG agrees that the member authority subscriptions for 
2019/2020 are not increased and remain as those previously agreed for the 
period up to 31st March 2019.  ( SASIG agreed in 2016/17 to freeze 
subscriptions until March 2019 )   
 
 

x That SASIG approve that minor variations to the budget are delegated to 
The Chair in conjunction with the Vice Chairs of SASIG, which will be 
reported to members at the regular SASIG meetings. 

 
 
The proposed budget for 2019/ 2020 is set out in Annex B.  The budget assumes 
that the projected income from member authority subscriptions is as 2018/19 
and excludes additional projected income from new authorities who have 
recently expressed interest in joining SASIG. 
 
The fixed costs for financial management and accounting by Dudley MBC 
remains at £2,000 and the Secretariat costs are subject to approval by SASIG 
with the renewal of their contract up until March 31st 2022, to be discussed in a 
later paper. 
 
The out-turn figure for 2018/19, and carry over for the proposed budget 
2019/20 are as set out in Annex A and B (attached) 
 
Although the SASIG is not a balanced budget for 2019/20, (our core expenditure 
exceed current income) the remaining research budget has been reduced 
accordingly, set at £2,350. This will ensure that the SASIG out-turn forecast 
reserve remains above the minimum £20,000 level year ending March 31st 
2020.  This reflects the position SASIG agreed back in July 2015. 
 
CAG will continue to monitor the budget position and report variations to SASIG 
members at our regular meetings. 
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Annex B: Proposed Budget 2019-2020 
 

 
 

 Column 2  Column 2 
 Projected out-

turn: 31-03-19 
 Budget 

 2019-2020 
INCOME    
Membership subscriptions  £63,905   £63,905  
Interest on balance held    
Other income    
TOTAL INCOME £63,905  £63,905 
    
SASIG opening balance  £35,173  £28,942 
    
EXPENDITURE    
Secretariat (NP)    
Director – (part time) plus:    
Project /Policy and Administration 
support: 

£64,075  £64,900 

    
Sub-total £64,075  £64,900 
    
Research Budget £550  £2,350 
    
Supplies & Publicity    
Host Authority Administration Costs £2,000  £2,000 
Meeting rooms £508  £450 
Telephones £42  £50 
Hospitality £1481  £1200 
Printing/publicity/publications/website £1450  £1000 
    
Sub-total £5,481  £4,700 
    
Conferences, training & travel £30  £500 
    
TOTAL EXPENDITURE £70,136  £72,450 
    
Balance projected  end of financial yr. £28,942  £20,397 
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SASIG Meeting: 6th February 2019 
Item 3 

 
Item 3: Administration & Finances:  
 
(b)  External meetings held and invitations received to include 
discussion of theme of Chairman’s speech at the Westminster Forum 
on 30th April 2019 and identifying case studies. 
 
Recommendation: members to note the content of the paper and highlight case 
studies appropriate to the forthcoming Westminster Forum seminar, before or 
after the meeting. 
 
There were a number of high-profile meetings for SASIG in the latter part of 2018:   
 
a. Firstly, the Chairman attended the first meeting of the newly-formed Airspace 

Strategy Board in October and provided members with an update at the last SASIG 
full meeting in November last year.  The next meeting is scheduled for 28th February 
2019.  

 
b. Then second, the Chairman and Head of Secretariat met with the Aviation Minister, 

Baroness Sugg on 19th November 2018 and an update will be provided at the 
meeting. The Chairman and Secretariat are currently seeking to set up a follow up 
meeting with officials prior to the closure of the Aviation 2050 Green Paper 
consultation.  

 
c. Finally, in December the Chairman and Head of Secretariat also had a meeting Rob 

Light who is the newly-appointed Head Commissioner of the Independent 
Commission on Civil Aviation Noise (ICCAN).  Verbal feedback will be given to 
members at the meeting. 

 
In addition to the foregoing: 
 
i. CAA held an engagement session focusing on planned and permanent redistribution 

of air traffic (PPR) changes to which SASIG received an invitation and this will be 
covered under Item 4 of the meeting agenda. 

 
ii. The next meeting of the Airspace and Noise Engagement Group (ANEG) to which 

SASIG is a regular attendee will be held on the 4th March and members will, of 
course, receive feedback following this meeting. 
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In April this year (30th), the Chairman will be attending the Westminster Energy, 
Environment & Transport Forum – ‘Priorities for the UK Aviation Strategy’ - as one of its 
guest speakers.  This forum will bring together stakeholders with policymakers at a 
time when the Government is due to be finalising its aviation strategy white paper, 
following publication in December of the Aviation 2050 consultation and green paper.  
 
Guest of Honour (apart from Cllr Artus!) will be Catherine Adams, Deputy Director, 
Aviation Strategy, DfT and Keynote Speaker will be Matt Gorman, Sustainability & 
Environment Director, Heathrow Airport.   
 
Members are asked to offer views on the theme of the Chairman’s speech and also to 
identify any possible case studies that he might use to illustrate his key 
points/aruments. 
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SASIG Meeting: 6th February 2019 

Item 4 
 
Item 4: Update from Head of Secretariat on SASIG position regarding 
the following consultations:  
 
Recommendation: Members are asked to note the update  
 
(a)  Aviation 2050 – the future of UK aviation.   
 
Summary:  
 
On 17th December 2018, the Government published ‘Aviation 2050 – the future of UK 
aviation’ and is seeking feedback on this its green paper which outlines proposals for a 
new aviation strategy. The strategy will set out the challenges and opportunities for 
aviation to 2050 and beyond and will emphasize the significance of aviation to the UK 
economy and regional growth.  Access to the document and other supporting 
documents can be seen here. 
 
This consultation will run until 11th April 2019 and SASIG is intending to submit a 
response.  A final white paper version of the aviation strategy is scheduled to be 
published by the middle of 2019. 
 
This consultation will also be the subject of the afternoon workshop following the main 
SASIG full meeting on 6th February 2019.  
 
(b)  Heathrow: Airspace & Future Operations 
 
Summary: On 8th January 2019 Heathrow launched the latest consultation in regard to 
its proposed expansion.  The consultation – Airspace and Future Operations – will run 
until 4th March 2019 and is seeking views on proposals about the best way an 
expanded airport could operate including runway alternation and night flights. 
 
Further details on this consultation can be seen here and the consultation website may 
be accessed here. 
 
(c)  Gatwick Draft Masterplan  
 
Summary:  
 
On 18th October 2018 Gatwick Airport launched its draft Masterplan and consultation 
which ended on 10th January 2019.  SASIG received a presentation on the proposals 
from Mark Lever (Head of Corporate Affairs) at the last SASIG members’ meeting, and 
the Q&A which followed is highlighted in the minutes of that meeting. 
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The draft plan set out proposals for the airport’s ongoing development and sustainable 
growth mainly focusing on three scenarios that could support this.  These are: 
 

x remaining a single runway operation using the existing main runway; 
x routinely using the existing standby runway together with the main runway; 
x continue to safeguard for an additional runway to the south. 

Further details on this consultation can be seen here.  SASIG did not submit a response as 
at this stage we have not formulated a collective position and there will be plenty of 
further opportunities to do so.  
 
(d)  Planned & Permanent Redistribution of Air Traffic (PPR)  
 
Summary:  
 
As part of the airspace change process set out in CAP1616, in October 2018, the 
government directed the CAA to develop, by 1 November 2019, a new process for 
approving certain changes in air traffic control operational procedure that do not affect 
the design of UK airspace, but which do change the way that airspace is used. These 
changes are known as a 'planned and permanent redistribution of air traffic', or PPR for 
short. In some cases, these changes can have a significant impact on the levels of noise 
experienced by those on the ground, but they previously fell outside the scope of the 
CAA's airspace change process.   
  
The CAA are keen to get input on how best to design this new process and will do this 
through a formal consultation in the spring. On Friday 25th January they held a 
stakeholder engagement session to which SASIG was invited. The session included a 
presentation explaining the definition of PPRs and provided some examples of 
operational procedure changes that would count as PPRs. The CAA was particularly 
interested to hear views on the following questions: 

x Is the objective of a change in air traffic control operational procedure something 
that might have options that can be compared, or is it an iterative process, 
refining a single option? 

x It seems logical to base the approval process for PPRs on the airspace change 
process set out in CAP1616. Which stages of this process are relevant to PPRs to 
give the necessary involvement of interested stakeholders, and which are not? 

x Can the relevant stages be scaled to keep the burden of the process 
proportionate? 

x How might Air Navigation Service Providers identify that approval is needed for 
a given change to air traffic control operational procedure?  

The presentation from the meeting on 25th is attached for information and will also be 
placed on the SASIG website.  The Secretariat will consolidate any views expressed at 
the meeting and in writing to them by close on 8 February in a formal response to CAA 
on 11th February. 
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Actions: 
  
x SASIG members to consider the attached presentation and feedback views to the 

Secretariat by 8th February 2019. 
x Secretariat to send a consolidated response to CAA w/b 11 February 2019 
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‘Planned and Permanent
Redistribution of Air Traffic’ (PPR)
Developing a CAA approval process

Civil Aviation Authority
Stakeholder engagement sessions January 2019
airspace.policy@caa.co.uk

1
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AGENDA  
• Introduction / purpose of this session
• The existing airspace change process 

(changes to airspace design)
• PPR – a new category of airspace change

(changes to operational procedure)
• Legal position – Air Navigation Directions
• Definition of a ‘relevant PPR’
• Timeline for devising a CAA approval process

+ + + + 
• Technical scope of ‘relevant PPR’, including case studies
• Key questions for stakeholders

2
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Purpose of this session

‘Planned and Permanent Redistribution of Air Traffic’ (PPR)
through changes in air traffic control operational procedure 

• How ‘PPR’ has been defined and scoped by the Government

• The timeline for the CAA to develop a new approval process
• Participants to give us initial thoughts on what is important to 

them in any new process

NB:  The session is to seek views on what a new approval process 
might look like, not for questioning the merits of Government policy 
(that ship has sailed!)

3
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The existing airspace change process
• Changes to the design of UK airspace are proposed by an airport 

or air navigation services provider (the ‘sponsor’)

• They must follow the CAA’s airspace change process
• Airspace change proposals vary greatly in terms of size, 

complexity and scale of impact on other airspace users and the 
environment, including people on the ground impacted by noise, 
so are graded by Level

• We also provide for temporary changes to airspace design and 
trials of airspace design and operational procedures

• The seven-stage process is set out in a guidance document, 
CAP 1616

4
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CAP 1616
airspace 
change 
process 
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Clarity for sponsors:
• detailed guidance 
• scaled process
• timelines agreed

CAA oversight:
• process ‘gateways’

• ensuring sponsor
consultation and
engagement

• design principles
• Public Evidence

Session

Evidence:
• impacts assessed in  

‘options appraisal’ in 
three iterative stages

Transparency:
• everything published
• online portal

Decision:
• draft decision in some 

cases
• SoS can call-in 

decision in some 
limited cases

Key elements of the existing process

6
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Categories of airspace change

7

l
Changes to the 
published 
airspace design

Permanent change

Temporary change (usually less than 90 days)

Airspace trials

l

Change to ATC 
operational 
procedures but 
not published 
airspace design

From 1 November:    PPR – a planned, permanent 
redistribution of air traffic through changes in air traffic 
control operational procedure by an air navigation service 
provider (within the existing published airspace design)

l

No change to 
the published 
airspace design 
or procedures 
for using it

Airspace information: transparency about airspace use 
and aircraft movements
A noticeable shift over a period of time in the distribution of 
flights or aircraft types being flown, caused by a change in 
airline or airport operations as a result of weather, 
commercial decisions (such as routes flown or fleet 
deployment) or changing traffic volumes
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Categories of airspace change

8

l
Changes to the 
published 
airspace design

Permanent change

Temporary change (usually less than 90 days)

Airspace trials

l

Change to ATC 
operational 
procedures but 
not published 
airspace design

From 1 November:    PPR – a planned, permanent 
redistribution of air traffic through changes in air traffic 
control operational procedure by an air navigation service 
provider (within the existing published airspace design)

l

No change to 
the published 
airspace design 
or procedures 
for using it

Airspace information: transparency about airspace use 
and aircraft movements
A noticeable shift over a period of time in the distribution of 
flights or aircraft types being flown, caused by a change in 
airline or airport operations as a result of weather, 
commercial decisions (such as routes flown or fleet 
deployment) or changing traffic volumes
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PPR – what process should apply?

9

l

Permanent 
change The airspace change process Stages 1 to 7

Temporary 
change

Before implementation: airspace change process Stages 1, 3, 4 & 5 
During operation: engagement, monitoring and feedback to the CAA

Airspace 
trials

Before implementation: Stage 1 and information provision
During trial: engagement, monitoring and feedback to the CAA

l PPR To be decided

l
Airspace 
information

Best-practice guidance on transparency by airports and air navigation 
service providers
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Legal position
– the Air Navigation Directions 

Government has amended the Air Navigation Directions
giving the CAA until 1 November 2019 to develop and 
publish a process for prior approval of a “relevant PPR”
and supporting guidance

The process must be proportionate and reflect published 
Government policy
Ministry of Defence is exempt
CAA must provide annual report to SoS on PPRs proposed

(Direction 9A)

10
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What is a “PPR” ?  

• “PPR” means planned and permanent redistribution of air traffic 
through changes in ATC operational procedure

• “planned and permanent” means other than a day-to-day or at the 
time decision taken by an air traffic controller or other decision maker

(definitions in Direction 2)

“Changes to ATC operational procedures that are planned and 
permanent will typically be recorded in writing and given as some 
form of instruction to an air traffic controller.  An example would be 
a change to an Air Navigation Service Provider’s…MATS Part II”

(“additional information” in Annex to Directions)

11
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What is a “relevant PPR” ?  

• “relevant PPR” means a proposed PPR which both
- falls within one or more of Types 1, 2 or 3 (as defined); and
- relates to an airport which has a Category C or D (or both)
approach landing procedure, and/or established standard
instrument departure (SID) routes published in the UK AIP

(definitions in Direction 2)

This definition “is designed to capture only ATC operational 
procedures that relate to airports at which large commercial 
air transport and most business jets operate, whilst not 
capturing aerodromes or airports used only by small non-
commercial aircraft”

(“additional information” in Annex to Directions)

12
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Three types of ‘relevant PPR’ 

13

Type 1: Lateral shift in flight track of more than a 
specified distance

Type 2: Departure routes: redistribution between SIDs

Type 3: Change to ILS joining point (on approach)
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Identifying a ‘relevant PPR’

Change in airspace design?

Redistribution of air traffic through change in 
ATC operational procedure?

Day-to-day or at-the-time decision taken by an 
air traffic controller or other decision-maker?

Does airport have Cat C/D approach landing 
procedure or SID published in AIP? 

Does change meet criteria for Type 1, 2 or 3?

Change is a PPR

Yes

No

CAP 1616 process for 
airspace design change 

Yes

No
Not a PPR

No (i.e. planned and permanent)

Yes

Yes

No

No

Not a ‘relevant PPR’

Yes

Change is a ‘relevant PPR’
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Air Navigation Guidance
– guidance to the CAA on its environmental objectives

when carrying out its PPR functions

In accordance with section 70(2)(d) of the Transport Act 2000, the 
CAA should take account of the Air Navigation Guidance 2017 
when carrying out its functions under Direction 9A.  
In particular, the CAA should apply guidance that applies to its 
function to consider whether to approve permanent airspace 
changes (Direction 5) to its functions under Direction 9A.

(para 16 of annex to directions)

For a given airspace change, the ANG requires the airspace 
change sponsor to develop and consider options to meet its 
objective, and to do a proportionate appraisal of the expected 
environmental impacts of these options using the WebTAG tool.

15
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Government publishes new directions to the CAA 
requiring it to introduce a new PPR processOct 2018

January 

2019

April-June

July-
September

CAA publishes process and supporting 
guidance (likely in an updated CAP 1616)

Stakeholder sessions to understand what is 
required from the PPR process and how to 
make it proportionate

The CAA consults on a draft new process for the 
approval of a ‘relevant PPR’ 

October

CAA analyses responses and decides final 
process and supporting guidance

Timeline

16
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Technical scope of ‘relevant PPR’

17
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UK airports in scope
- Cat. C and/or D approach landing procedure and/or
- established SID routes published in AIP

Of the 64 UK airports with ANSPs:

18

BELFAST CITY ISLAY

BIGGIN HILL KIRKWALL

CARLISLE LYDD

CRANFIELD OXFORD

DUNDEE SCATSTA

GLOUCESTERSHIRE SUMBURGH

HAWARDEN WICK

INVERNESS

14 are
out of scope

many smaller airports are in scope 
(examples of Cat C airports below)

COVENTRY OBAN

CUMBERNAULD SHERBURN

FAIROAKS SHOREHAM

HAVERFORDWEST ST MARY'S

HIGHLANDS & ISLANDS WARTON

LAND'S END WOLVERHAMPTON

LLANBEDR YEOVIL

All bigger civil airports are in scope
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Three types of ‘relevant PPR’ 

19

Type 1: Lateral shift in flight track of more than a 
specified distance

Type 2: Departure routes: redistribution between SIDs

Type 3: Change to ILS joining point (on approach)
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Technical scope of ‘relevant PPR’

20

“A PPR which is (or more than one PPR within 24 months whose cumulative effects are) 
anticipated to result in a lateral shift of aircraft from the pre-existing 
nominal centre line of the density of flight tracks of at least the horizontal 
distance shown in the [diagram below]”                   (Annex to Directions)

20
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Technical scope of ‘relevant PPR’

21

Type 1

Relates to air traffic control operational procedures, such as those 
procedures published in the ANSP's Manual of Air Traffic Services 
(MATS) Part II.

The MATS Part II is a locally specific manual used by each ANSP 
which underpins how its air traffic controllers manage aircraft, and 
in turn influences their decisions.

A Type 1 PPR could take many forms, the examples below are not 
exhaustive:

1. Change of the MATS Part II instructions for departing traffic 
where an airport does not have published SIDs.

2. Change of the MATS Part II instructions relating to the 
vectoring of aircraft off a SID. 

Type 1
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Case Study

22

Change of departure instructions in MATS Part II for an airport 
without SIDs

…causing a lateral displacement
of the existing nominal centreline
of departing flight tracks into the
shaded region shown on slide 19

For example, a lateral shift of 
more than 500m for aircraft at 2,000ft
or more than 1,100m at 4,000ft. 

Type 1
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Technical scope of ‘relevant PPR’ 

Type 2

“A PPR which is anticipated to increase air transport movements 
using a SID by at least 5000 movements per year as a result of a 
decision by an airport and/or its ANSP to redistribute air traffic from 
one SID to another at that airport.“ (Annex to Directions)

Relates to the pre-existing SIDs which form part of the 'notified 
airspace design' (airspace structures and procedures published in 
the UK Aeronautical Information Publication).

Initiated by an airport and/or its ANSP where it is considering 
redistributing air traffic from one SID to another. 

23

Type 2
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Case Study

24

Redistribution of traffic from one SID to another at an airport

The Stansted SID switch as part of the LAMP1A airspace change 
proposal shifted daytime departing traffic from the ‘DVR’ SID to 
the ‘CLN’ SID for both runway 04 and 22 operations. The shift 
affected just over 20,000 air transport movements per year. 

This particular case was assessed and approved as part of the 
LAMP1A proposal for a change in airspace design. However, 
going through this process was voluntary because the change did 
not alter any procedures published in the AIP. Such a change may 
be classified as a Type 2 PPR in future. 

Type 2
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Technical scope of ‘relevant PPR’

25

Type 3

A PPR which results from a significant change to the written specified 
landing arrangements of aircraft  […]  (or more than one such change within 
36 months whose cumulative effects are significant). 

“Change to the published specified landing arrangements” means a change 
to the established minimum, or where applicable maximum, distance of the 
joining point onto an airport’s Instrument Landing System (ILS) or any 
significant changes to the height at which aircraft must establish onto the ILS.

Changes to the published minimum joining point at such airports greater than 
a cumulative total of at least 300ft vertically or 1nm horizontally within a rolling 
36-month period will be considered as “significant” and thereby constituting a 
Type 3 PPR.”

(Annex to Directions)
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Technical scope of ‘relevant PPR’

26

Type 3

Relates to air traffic control operational procedures, such as those 
procedures published in the ANSP's Manual of Air Traffic Services 
(MATS) Part II.

The MATS Part II is a locally specific manual used by each ANSP 
which underpins how its air traffic controllers manage aircraft, and 
in turn influences their decisions.

Type 3
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Case Study

27

Effect of joining point change at a regional airport 

Change of joining point from 6nm to 9nm
• No published routes between holds and final approach fix in 

the UK, therefore no change of published procedures
• Noise effects are at low altitude, below 3,000ft

Directed to consider PPRs in accordance with the Air Navigation 
Guidance

Type 3
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Case Study 

2828

Type 3

Change of tracks due to joining point change at a regional airport
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Case Study 
Type 3

Change of contours due to joining point change at a regional airport
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Case Study 
Type 3

Noise exposure with 9nm joining point
dB, 
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webTAG input – changes in population noise exposure
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Noise Workbook - Worksheet 1

Proposal Name: Joining Point

Present Value Base Year 2010

Current Year 2017

*positive value reflects a net benefit (i.e. a reduction in 
noise)

Proposal Opening year: 2020

Project (Road, Rail or Aviation): aviation

WebTAG assessment
Sensitivity test excluding 
impacts below 51 dB (for 
aviation proposals only)

Net present value of change in noise (£, 2010 prices): £20,357,305 £20,357,305

Net present value of impact on sleep disturbance (£, 2010 prices): £0 £0
Net present value of impact on amenity (£, 2010 prices): £14,943,899 £14,943,899
Net present value of impact on AMI (£, 2010 prices): £230,323 £230,323
Net present value of impact on stroke (£, 2010 prices): £2,068,899 £2,068,899
Net present value of impact on dementia (£, 2010 prices): £3,114,184 £3,114,184

Quantitative results

households experiencing increased daytime noise in forecast year: 19398
households experiencing reduced daytime noise in forecast year: -20295
households experiencing increased night time noise in forecast year: n/a
households experiencing reduced night time noise in forecast year: n/a

Case Study 
Type 3 webTAG noise workbook monetisation results
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Key questions for stakeholders 

32
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• How might Air Navigation Service Providers identify
that approval is needed for a given change to air traffic
control operational procedure? 

• Is the objective of a change in air traffic control operational 
procedure something that might be achieved by narrowing 
down a range of different options whose impacts can be 
compared, or might there be only a single option?

• Assuming that we base the approval process for PPRs on the 
airspace change process set out in CAP 1616, which elements 
of this process are relevant to PPRs to give the necessary 
involvement of interested stakeholders, and which are not?

• Only a ‘relevant PPR’ is in scope of the process. Is there any 
further scope to scale the process to keep it proportionate?

33
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Questions

or email us at airspace.policy@caa.co.uk

34
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SASIG Meeting: 6th February 2019 
Item 5 

Item 5:  2nd European Union Aviation Report 2019: A review of key 
findings and Implications 

Recommendation: that members note content of report 

This month, the European Commission officially received the second European Aviation 
Environmental Report which was prepared and published by the European Aviation 
Safety Agency (EASA) in close collaboration with the European Environment Agency 
(EEA) and EUROCONTROL.  The report provides a comprehensive overview of the 
environmental performance of the sector, and reveals that the solutions currently 
deployed at EU level are enabling improvements to the sustainability of aviation in 
Europe, namely in terms of noise per flight or fuel consumption per passenger. Further 
details can be seen here. 

 

The report, which is an important and wide-ranging milestone document itself can be 
accessed here and below is an extract from the Executive Summary. It provides 
important context against which to consider issues raised in the Aviation Green Paper, 
and for the forthcoming DCO’s at a number of London Airports. 
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Executive Summary 

“This second European Aviation Environmental Report (EAER) provides an updated 
assessment of the environmental performance of the aviation sector published in the 
first report of 2016. The continued growth of the sector has produced economic benefits 
and connectivity within Europe, and is stimulating investment in novel technology. This 
draws on a wider pool of expertise and innovative approaches from other sectors, 
thereby creating potential new opportunities to address the environmental impacts 
from aviation. However, it is recognised that the contribution of aviation activities to 
climate change, noise and air quality impacts is increasing, thereby affecting the health 
and quality of life of European citizens. 

Significant resources are being invested at both the European and Member State level, 
as well as by industry, to address this environmental challenge. While improvements 
are being made across various measures (technology, operations, airports, market-
based measures), their combined effect described in this report has not kept pace with 
the recent strong growth in the demand for air travel, thereby leading to an overall 
increase in the environmental impact. 

Effective coordination between stakeholders is of the utmost importance to build on 
existing measures and address the environmental challenges, thus ensuring the long-
term success of the aviation sector. This report aims to publish clear, reliable and 
objective information to inform these discussions and support cooperation in Europe. 
 
Overview of Aviation Sector 
 

x The number of flights increased by 8% between 2014 and 2017, and grows by 
42% from 2017 to 2040 in the most-likely forecast. 

x Technological improvements, fleet renewal and increased operational efficiency 
have been able to partially counterbalance the impact of recent growth, but there 
has still been an increase in overall noise and emissions since 2014. 

x In 2016, aviation was accountable for 3.6% of the total EU28 greenhouse gas 
emissions and for 13.4% of the emissions from transport. 

x In 2011, aviation accounted for 3.2% of the total population exposed to Lden 
levels above 55 dB from all sources covered by the EU Environmental Noise 
Directive. 

x The number of people exposed to significant noise around 47 major European 
airports shows potential stabilisation, but under an assumption of no change in 
population and no airport expansion. 

x The number of major airports that handle more than 50,000 annual aircraft 
movements is expected to increase from 82 in 2017 to 110 in 2040, and 
therefore aviation noise may well affect new populations. 

x The environmental efficiency of aviation continues to improve and, by 2040, 
further improvements are expected in average fuel burn per passenger kilometre 
flown (-12%) and noise energy per flight (-24%). 
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x By 2040, CO2 and NOX emissions are predicted to increase by at least 21% and 
16% respectively. 

 
Technology and Design 

x Recent certification data demonstrates that advanced technologies continue to 
be integrated into new designs. 

x New aircraft noise standard became applicable on 1 January 2018, and new 
aeroplane CO2 and engine PM standards will become applicable on 1 January 
2020. 

x The average noise level of the twin-aisle aircraft category in the European fleet 
has significantly reduced since 2008 due the introduction of the Airbus A350 and 
Boeing 787. 

x New technologies (e.g. supersonic and urban mobility aircraft) need to be 
carefully integrated into the aviation system to avoid undermining progress in 
mitigating environmental impacts. 

Sustainable Aviation Fuels 

x The use of sustainable aviation fuel is currently minimal and is likely to remain 
limited in the short term. 

x Sustainable aviation fuels have the potential to make an important contribution 
to mitigating the current and expected future environmental impacts of aviation. 

x There is interest in ‘electrofuels’, which potentially constitute zero-emission 
alternative fuels. However, few demonstrator projects have been brought 
forward due to high production costs. 

x Six bio-based aviation fuels production pathways have been certified, and 
several others are in the approval process. 

x The EU has the potential to increase its bio-based aviation fuel production 
capacity, but the uptake by airlines remains minimal due to various factors, 
including the cost relative to conventional aviation fuel and low priority in most 
national bioenergy policies. 

x Recent policy developments and industry initiatives aim to have a positive 
impact on the uptake of sustainable aviation fuels in Europe. 

Air Traffic Management and Operations 

x En route horizontal flight efficiency is on track to meet the SES Performance 
Scheme 2019 target of no more than 2.60% additional distance flown. 

x Airport arrival flow and taxi-out operational efficiencies have remained fairly 
stable over the past years. 

x The introduction of Free Route Airspace has saved more than 2.6 million tonnes 
of CO2 since 2014 (approximately 0.5% of total aviation CO2 emissions). 

x Continuous descent operations have potential for reducing both noise and CO2, 
especially in the European core area. 
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x The full potential from operational initiatives is not always achieved due to 
conflicting air navigation requirements (e.g. safety, environment, economic, 
capacity). 

Airports  

x New processes to verify aircraft noise data and collect aircraft noise certificates 
are being put in place by EASA to support a harmonised approach to managing 
aircraft noise.  

x Marginally compliant ‘Chapter 3’ aircraft, as used in the ‘Balanced Approach’, 
represented less than 5% of operations in Europe during 2017.  

x Noise and emissions charges are used extensively, but the low level of charges 
(less than 1% of airline operating costs) is unlikely to affect the fleet operating at 
airports.  

x Between 2015 and 2018, the number of European airports participating in the 
Airport Carbon Accreditation programme has increased from 92 to 133, and 
airports reaching CO2 neutral status rose from 20 to 37.  

x Involvement of stakeholders is crucial to identifying balanced mitigation 
measures, and can be done through a process such as Collaborative 
Environmental Management, which has already been implemented at 25 
airports.  
 

Market-Based Measures 
  

x Market-based measures are instruments designed to address the climate impact 
of aviation, beyond what operational and technological measures or sustainable 
aviation fuels can achieve.  

x Between 2013 and 2020, an estimated net saving of 193.4 Mt CO2 (twice 
Belgium’s annual emissions) will be achieved by aviation via the EU ETS through 
funding of emissions reduction in other sectors.  

x In 2016, an agreement was reached at ICAO to set up the Carbon Offsetting and 
Reduction Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA). As of November 2018, 76 
States intend to volunteer to offset their emissions from 2021, representing 76% 
of the international aviation activity.  

x Emissions trading systems (e.g. ETS) and offsetting schemes (e.g. CORSIA) both 
address aviation emissions but differ in how they function. ETSs generally work 
towards economy-wide emission reduction targets, while offsetting schemes also 
compensate for emissions by reductions in other sectors but without the 
associated cap.  

x The environmental effectiveness of offsets depends on robust implementation to 
ensure that the emission reductions delivered would not have occurred in the 
absence of the scheme.  

 
Aviation Environmental Impacts  
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x Long-term exposure to aircraft noise is linked with a variety of health impacts, 
including ischaemic heart disease, sleep disturbance, annoyance and cognitive 
impairment.  

x The annoyance reported by residents from a given level of aircraft noise has 
been shown to be greater than that caused by other transport sources.  

x There are good estimates for most pollutants emitted by aviation related 
activities that influence air quality and subsequent health effects, although 
knowledge gaps remain (e.g. on the impact of ultrafine particles).  

x A high level of scientific understanding of the long-term climate effect from 
aviation CO2 emissions make it a clear and important target for mitigation 
efforts.  

x Climate impacts from non-CO2 emissions (e.g. NOX, particles) cannot be ignored 
as they represent warming effects that are important in the shorter term, but the 
level of scientific understanding of the magnitude of the effects is medium to 
very low.  

x More States and organisations are taking action to adapt and build resilience to 
the impacts that climate change will have on the aviation sector (e.g. higher 
temperatures, rising sea-levels).” 
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SASIG Meeting: 6th February 2019 

Item 6 

 

Item 6: Discussion on format of possible SASIG 20th anniversary 
celebration in 2019  

Recommendation: that members offer their views on the location, form and scope 
of an event to celebrate SASIG’s 20th birthday. 

It’s 2019 and SASIG will be celebrating its 20th birthday in June!  It is therefore 
proposed to hold some kind of celebration and members are asked to discuss any 
thoughts or ideas at the meeting.   

A short summary of the history of SASIG and some of its achievements over the last 
twenty years is provided as an Appendix A to this agenda paper and to compliment this, 
at Appendix B there is a letter that was sent to Lord Porter, Chairman of the LGA. 

In addition, at our meeting we have as our guest speaker, Kamal Panchal who is Senior 
Policy lead on local growth and transport at the LGA.  It is intended to discuss an agenda 
of how we can work more closely with the LGA to press SASIG’s issues and secure more 
membership and influence. 

Given potential timescales some key decisions are now needed if we are to take 
advantage of the opportunity this significant milestone offers to raise SASIGs profile and 
influence. 

Key items for discussion are therefore: 

(a)  Venue: LGA, LGA Conference, Parliament, other external venue 
(b)  Date/time: Post Brexit, Green Paper submission, but pre-White Paper (June/July 
2019)? 
(c)  Cost: Need to set a budget, but perhaps also look for a sponsor 
(d)  Speakers: Lord Porter, Aviation Minister, Transport Select Committee Chair, SASIG 
Chairman 
(e) Guests: Members, MPs, Govt Officials, Airports, Chambers, LEPs etc 
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Appendix A:  

SASIG: Its journey through the last twenty years 

Background: 

At the time of the 1981-1983 Stansted Public Inquiry several local authorities around 
Heathrow and Gatwick realised that that the case for developing Stansted (and 
opposing yet more growth at Heathrow and Gatwick) would not be won by technical 
arguments at the Public Inquiry but by political lobbying prior to a Government 
decision.   A NATIONAL POLICY FOR BRITAIN’S AIRPORTS (NPBA) was formed so as 
to provide co-ordinated technical advice to local authorities but more importantly 
employing a firm of political advisors to help promote the need for a proper national 
airports policy.   

By 1987 NPBA comprised 7 County Councils, 4 London Boroughs and 17 Districts and 
Borough Councils – in total representing 7.5 million people to the west and south of 
London.  In an informative folder of information entitled “The Airports Debate” it said: 

“NPBA believes that a proper development of Britain's air transport industry can only be 
achieved through a balance of both aviation and environmental interests.  The Consortium 
recognises that airport development is of national importance and that the air transport 
industry is one of the most successful and vital components of both the national and the 
local economy.  Equally airports have an adverse affect on their immediate environment 
and on the lives of people living and working close by or under flight paths.” 

Despite perhaps a rather grandiose title NPBA was very much pro Stansted as the only 
option to meet demand in the short to medium term. 

In 1991, in an attempt to take a broader perspective on aviation policy, NPBA re-
launched itself by changing its name to AIRPORTS POLICY CONSORTIUM (APC).  The 
Airports Debate folder was updated.  Amongst other objectives it sought to promote the 
Consortium’s view that aviation policy needed to look much further forward than 
previously.  The Consortium lobbied the RUCATSE study to consider the need for a new 
airport in the London region that could operate 24 hours a day, minimise environmental 
impact and be more compatible with regional planning guidance than the “simple” 
expansion of existing airports.  In addition APC was keen to promote maximum sensible 
growth at regional airports.   

The Consortium, rather than putting a technical report into RUCATSE, commissioned a 
transport journalist to prepare a discussion paper which he called “Europe One: 
Meeting London’s Long Term Airport Needs”.  It proposed a new airport in the Thames 
Estuary so that the UK could continue to be a leader in aviation and serve Europe. 
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Another important report commissioned by APC was into the effects of night noise at 
Heathrow and Gatwick.  The consultants undertook a series of focus groups in 1993 
and, as they asked people about the quality of life, they elicited wide ranging responses 
on the adverse effects of day time noise, night time noise, air pollution and ground 
noise.  Pertinent to the actual topic of night noise they found that many people could not 
get to sleep before 11.30pm or midnight and were awoken from 4.00am onwards. 

During its lifespan APC continued to make a strong case for longer term airports 
planning by submitting evidence to MPs and to the House of Commons Transport Select 
Committee whenever opportunity arose (e.g. to the 1995 inquiry that the Transport 
Committee undertook into airports capacity).  That lobbying kept seeking an Airports 
White Paper. 

Although APC gave written evidence to the Heathrow Terminal 5 Inquiry (1995 
onwards) its main role was to establish the LAHT5 group consisting of those APC 
authorities around Heathrow.  APC sought to establish that T5 should not be decided in 
advance of a national airports strategy that looked 30 or 40 years ahead.  That advice 
was ignored.  It was also recognised that the overriding priority was to have national 
representation, and not just approach policy from a London-centric position. 

By 1999 APC realised that its laudable aims for a national aviation policy could best be 
promoted by being a Special Interest Group within the Local Government Association.  A 
need was identified for a national collaboration to provide a co-ordinated voice for local 
authorities in relation to aviation.  So on 11 June 1999 APC gave birth to THE 
STRATEGIC AVIATION SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP of the Local Government 
Association (SASIG).  44 local authorities attended the inaugural meeting, between 
them interested in 18 airports around the country as well as national policy issues. 

SASIG considered itself to be unique in being able to offer an impartial view – not biased 
because of a vested interest in any airports and equally not dedicated to any single 
environmental topic.  In 2001 it was a group of around 65 local authorities from around 
the country, covering a population of over 21 million people and was therefore very 
representative of a broad community view.  All the authorities had a strong interest in 
major aviation issues and worked together to influence decisions so as to ensure that 
economic, social and environmental considerations were taken into account.   
 
The current membership spreads from the north-west to north-east and from East 
Anglia to Cornwall.  Our current local authority members encompass nearly a fifth of the 
national population, 11 million people in total, many of whom are impacted by aviation 
activity or airport development. 
 
How SASIG works: 
 
SASIG Secretariat identifies relevant issues and consultations which are likely to be of 
interest to the group as a whole and supplies specialist information to the membership 
through news updates and a monthly newsletter. This and detailed issue papers support 
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discussion within the group, informing the group’s policy principles, research, position 
statements and consultation responses. Where appropriate, these are shared with 
strategic partners, with the ultimate aim being a powerful lobby of key policy makers 
and influencers in Whitehall and elsewhere. 
 
If required, the group can commission research and policy papers and identify issue-
specific partners, before responses, evidence based position statements and Ministerial 
correspondence are drafted for the group to input and sign off. This is usually after 
having been discussed at full meetings, Technical Working Group meetings or specially 
convened workshops.  These meetings are open to all members. 
 
In addition to group responses some local authorities use (or cross-reference) SASIG 
consultation responses in submissions from their own authorities but supplemented 
with local evidence and viewpoints as necessary. 
 
SASIG coverage: some facts and figures: 
 
Current membership: 
 
SASIG currently has 28 member councils within its ranks; taken together these local 
authorities represent a total population of 10,955,888 million people.  This equates to 
20% of the population of England and 17% of the UK overall.   
 
Economically, a total of £280 billion GVA is generated annually within the boundaries of 
our member authorities, equating to an un-weighted average GVA per capita of £27,270, 
which is 4.3% above English average and 6.5% above the UK average. 
 

Aviation Market Coverage 

In 2016, airports within (or impacting upon) SASIG member authorities, had a total of 
200,193,723 million terminal and transit passengers pass through them.  This equates 
to 75% of the UK’s total air passenger count and 86% of air passengers using English 
airports. 

Land Area Comparison 

The largest nucleus of current member authorities centres around the north and west of 
London with a second cluster surrounding Birmingham and a third in Essex.  Otherwise, 
the remaining authorities tend to be dispersed elsewhere in the South East and East 
Anglia and Cheshire, Cornwall and Yorkshire. 

The total land area covered by current SASIG member authorities amounts, when taken 
together, is 7,581 square miles.  This equates to 15% of the total land area of England 
and 8% of the UK.  These figures are much smaller than their equivalents for population 
and GVA, suggesting that the Group’s membership is better represented amongst 
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councils that are in high-density urban areas with above average GVA. The proximity of 
major airports and a bias towards councils in London and the South East, provide the 
primary explanations.  

Some notable achievements of SASIG:   

x Has built up a regular newsletter to local authorities advising on current 
Parliamentary activities with an edited version now being sent to many 
interested MPs; 

x 2001-07 SASIG represented on DETR’s ANASE Steering Group; 
x 2001/2 Work with IPPR on report on Air Travel 2030; 
x 2000 onwards SASIG represented on DETR’s Regional Co-ordination study 

(RASCO) and the South East and East of England Air Service Study (SERAS);   
x 2000-03 SASIG represented on DETR’s Policy Advisory Group assisting the 

Department in preparing both the Air Transport Consultation Document and the 
White Paper;   

x October 2001.  SASIG published a report on “Does Aviation Matter” to influence 
Ministers and to respond to the consultation on The Future of Aviation; 

x 2007 to date: SASIG represented on DfT’s External Advisory Group; 
x SASIG provided responses to the relevant consultations undertaken as the 

Planning Act 2008 began to be implemented; 
x 2012-15: Actively involved in the work of the Davies Airports Commission 

Report; 
x Has provided a Speaker for many conferences and seminars run by Waterfront 

Partnership, the LGA and the aviation industry. (i.e. SASIG Chairman Jamie 
Macrae spoke at the Royal Aeronautical Society (RAeS) Annual Conference in 
April 2009, on the topic of 'How can Civil Transportation Sectors Cooperate to 
Deliver a Sustainable Transport System?'); 

x Regularly attends at LGA’s Annual Conference by running Fringe Meetings; 

SASIG: the current Secretariat: 

In late 2015, the Secretariat moved from ‘in-house’ and was taken over by Northpoint 
Aviation Services with Chris Cain taking up the reins as Head of Secretariat.  Chris is a 
former Government policy advisor who has over 25 years within the transport industry. 

Amongst their achievements Northpoint has built up the monthly newsletter to local 
authority members and which advises on current Parliamentary activities and the latest 
aviation news.  There is also now an edited version that is sent to many MPs who have 
expressed an interest in receiving the newsletter.   

In 2017 under the direction of the current Chairman, the Secretariat began work on 
refreshing and updating the website and this work is now complete.   The website is 
regularly monitored, checked and updated.   
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The Secretariat has placed a great deal of emphasis on investigating the recruitment of 
new member authorities - this work remains important and is ongoing. 

Future plans include organising an MP-sponsored reception at Westminster; more 
workshops to follow the thrice-yearly full meetings and even more engagement with 
our industry colleagues and Government. 

Other Forums that SASIG attends: 

SASIG is represented on many aviation industry and stakeholder groups and has built 
up a reputation for being the to go-to representative group for coordinated local 
authority and community views on aviation. Ultimately, SASIG’s aim is to provide a 
powerful voice influencing and materially impacting the shape of Government, regional 
and local aviation policy. 
 
SASIG is represented on groups including the DfT Aviation External Advisory Group, 
(EAG); the Defra Noise Stakeholder Group; the Airspace and Noise Engagement Group 
(ANEG) and in the past, the Runways UK Advisory Board.  It has also attended the CAA’s 
Community Discussion Forum as well as its Board Meetings.  SASIG also regularly 
attends many of the DfT focus groups and industry information sessions.  More recently 
the SASIG Chairman has been invited to attend the newly formed Airspace Strategy 
Board (ASB) chaired by the Aviation Minister, as the representative for local authorities. 

Who’s Who at SASIG and Who Has Been! 

Keith Artus (Uttlesford District Council) has been SASIG Chairman since 2017; 

Northpoint Aviation took over the Secretariat from 2015 with Chris Cain taking on the 
role of Head of Secretariat; 

Jackie Cheetham, former SASIG Vice Chair, was appointed SASIG Honorary President in 
July 2015; 

Jamie Macrae (Cheshire County Council then becoming Cheshire East) was Chairman 
from 2008 to 2017; 

Jim Bailey was the Direcctor/lead officer from 1985 to 2008; 

Anna Mahoney was the lead officer from 2008 to 2014; 

Richard Worrall (South Bucks DC) was Chairman from 1998 to 2008; 

Douglas Robertson (Surrey County Council) was Chairman from 1985 to 1998; 
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Appendix B: Letter to Lord Porter 

 

Lord Porter of Spalding CBE, 
Chairman, 
Local Government Association, 
18, Smith Square, 
Westminster,  
London,  
SW1P 3HZ. 

25th January 2019 

Dear 

Strategic Aviation Special Interest Group 

Now that I have been Chairman of the LGA special interest group SASIG for eighteen 
months I think it would be good for us to meet to discuss how we might progress our 
mutual interests and continue to develop our presence.  You kindly receive our annual 
report focusing on strategic aviation policy and our work in this field and I would hope 
that there is scope to bring the full weight of LGA’s corporate influence behind the 
sustainable aviation agenda that SASIG is seeking to promote to Government on behalf 
of the local communities we represent. 

I will ask our secretariat to contact your office to set a convenient date. 

As you may be aware, the Government published a Green Paper on future aviation 
policy entitled “Beyond the Horizon” in December last year with a consultation period 
running until 12th April 2019. In parallel, they have also:  

- begun a major initiative exploring how the UK’s future airspace should be managed 
– I am a member of the led oversight Board that the Minister for Aviation chairs; and  

- appointed Robert Light to chair ICCAN (the new Independent Commission on Civil 
Aviation Noise).  

 
Taken together with the NPS on South East Airport Capacity (published in June after a 
high profile parliamentary vote, the prospect of 3-4 major Develop Consent Orders 
(Heathrow, Gatwick, Luton coming forward and Manston already under way), over the 
next 12-18 months and the Government’s apparent intention to shift more 
responsibilities relating to aviation onto Local Authorities, there is a huge policy agenda, 
of direct relevance to many local authorities interests, in prospect over the next 24 
months. 

SASIG, which is now regarded as a strategic stakeholder by DfT, MHCLG and DCMS on 
aviation related policy, has been pro-actively extending it outreach to the aviation 
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industry (e.g. airport trade associations, individual airports themselves – it is worth 
keeping in mind quite a number of English authorities own or have a shareholdings in 
commercial airports - their Consultative Committees and Parliamentary APPGs) and 
Environmental NGOs. However, we are also keen to secure better access than we 
currently have to key influencers and decision-makers within the Core City, Key City 
and LEP networks, so that we can not only ensure there is joined-up thinking across 
Government (all the evidence is that there is not on issues such as strategic urban 
planning, addressing secondary environmental impacts, surface transport, skills and 
training maximising local and regional economic benefit and of course Brexit), but also 
that the voice of local government and the communities it represents carries even more 
weight in this high profile policy area. We believe engagement by the LGA corporately 
could help us to achieve this. 

Just as importantly, SASIG which currently has 28 members (covering over 10m 
population and 75% of UK airports by number of departing passengers), with 7-10 new 
members in discussions about joining, is keen to recruit further members to ensure we 
are appropriately represented and have sufficient resources to engaging properly in a 
policy agenda of this scale and complexity. This, and in matters such as press releases 
and media handling, is also an area where we believe LGA support could help us to 
deliver our goals.  

And finally, it is SASIG’s 20th anniversary this year and we would like to discuss with our 
parent organisation, how best to celebrate that milestone and the extent to which they 
would like to participate.  

With the forgoing in mind, would it be possible to identify some suitable dates to meet 
over the next 3-4 weeks. I would be happy to come to St John’s Smith Sq to do so.  

I look forward to meeting in the near future. 

Yours Sincerely,  

 

Cllr Keith Artus 
Chairman of SASIG 

c.c. Chris Cain, Head of Secretariat 
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SASIG Meeting: 6th February 2019 

Item 7 

Item: 7: Consideration of extension of SASIG Secretariat Contract with 
Northpoint Aviation Services. 

Decision: Members are asked to agree with CAG proposal for final sign-off 

 

Item to be tabled at the meeting. 
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SASIG Meeting: 6th February 2019 

Item 8 

 

Item 8: Future dates 2019 for SASIG/CAG and any additional meetings 

-  final CAG meeting of 2019: Tuesday: 1st October (at LGA) Bruce Lockhart Room. 

-  final SASIG members' full meeting of 2019:  Thursday: 7th November (at LGA)    
Westminster Suite. 

-  proposed SASIG 20th anniversary celebration (as per Item 6 in this agenda) 

-  Chairman to speak at Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum – 
‘Priorities for the UK Aviation Strategy’: 30th April 2019 (as per Item 3(b) of this 
agenda) 
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SASIG Meeting: 6th February 2019 

Item 9 

 

Item 9: Guest speaker: Kamal Panchal, Senior Policy Lead at LGA on 
local growth and transport. 

We are pleased to welcome Kamal who has been a senior advisor at the LGA 
since 2011 and is currently focused on helping to see that local authorities 
have the means of access to funding to allow them proper growth.  His 
specific remit is on transport policy. 

He has been asked to discuss with us how SASIG’s work relates to that of 
other SIGs/Committees in the LGA family, how we might co-operate better 
with them and how we could use the LGA corporately to secure more 
leverage within Government and Parliament on our key issues. 
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SASIG Meeting: 6th February 2019 

Item 10 

Item 10: Drones - Prospective Issues for Local Authorities 

Recommendation: Members are asked to note the content of this paper and 
respond with questions to the presentation from Nesta that accompanies it in the 
agenda. 

Over the festive season the profile of Drones suddenly took a major leap forward in our 
collective consciousness, as reports (not even actual sightings) of them closed Gatwick 
for a day and a half and then Heathrow briefly for a couple of hours. The cost of the 
Gatwick incident, for which no-one has been charged, has been estimated at £50m. 

The media profile these incidents received and the genuine concern about the damage a 
drone could do to a commercial aircraft in the most vulnerable stage of its journey has, 
understandably, caused Government to react by tightening rules associated with flying 
drones near airfields and to ask all airports to investigate additional drone security 
measures. Gatwick and Heathrow have already gone on record as saying they are 
investing in expensive technologies with military origins; other airports will find it more 
expensive to replicate this. 

The Airports Council International recently issued an Advisory Bulletin to its members; 
the press notice highlighting this can be found at Appendix B to this paper.  

Appendix A set out the section of the Aviation 2050 Green Paper dealing with drones. It 
goes on in Chapter 8 to set out a plan of action – see the box below. 

8.8  The rapid expansion of the drones market in the UK, alongside an increasing volume of other air 
traffic, means that traditional air traffic management methods and systems need to evolve. If we are 
to fully realise the social and economic benefits presented by unmanned aircraft, while maintaining 
public safety and confidence, we need a highly automated system capable of tracking and 
coordinating the unmanned portion of air traffic. Without the capability to integrate unmanned 
systems with manned aviation in congested areas, it is unlikely the full potential of drones will be 
realised in the UK.  

8.9  The government has funded a development programme, led by the Transport Systems Catapult, 
on the requirements of an Unmanned Traffic Management (UTM). The results of this work will feed 
into future policy development. The government proposes to:  

•  Work with the CAA and industry to determine the next steps for UTM technology and 
regulation in the UK, and more widely consider the impact that UTM will have on the aviation 
sector as a whole. 

8.10  The government wants to maximise the benefits that greater automation and autonomy can 
bring, while minimising the risks that can arise (see Chapter 6 for further details). The government 
proposes that:  

Page 87

Agenda Item 10



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
•   There should be mandatory identification of all aircraft in our airspace.  

8.11 This form of electronic conspicuity is a key foundation in developing the next generation of 
traffic management system for all airspace users, both for manned and unmanned aircraft. The 
government will work with the CAA on the best way to achieve the right level of conspicuity for all 
airspace users.  

The consultation is seeking views on whether this reaction to the dangers drones and 
other un-manned aerial vehicles (UAVs) play is proportionate because the Government 
is also supportive of the technology and the benefits it can bring. SASIG also needs to be 
conscious that there is a lot of pressure away from aerodromes to introduce the 
technology much more extensively – not just to deliver Amazon packages, but for 
medical, emergency response, traffic management, security and many other purposes. 
We anticipate this will raise a large number of issues (noise, privacy, adaption of 
buildings, public safety) that will fall within the purview of governance by public 
authorities and that central Government will naturally seek to delegate these 
responsibilities to local authorities.  

With this in mind we have asked Nesta, a charity think tank leading research work on 
drones for Future Cities, to come in and outline the current state of play in the industry 
and the challenges that local authorities may face in the future related to drones in order 
to inform our response to the Green Paper. 
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Appendix A: Aviation 2050: The future of UK aviation - A consultation  

Drones  

Drones have the potential to bring great benefits to the UK, including improved 
productivity and jobs. However, following fast growth in the numbers of drones being 
used and a year on year increase in drone incidents where they have come into 
unsafe proximity with airliners or helicopters (71 in 2016, rising to 93 in 2017), the 
government has introduced new laws to protect the travelling public.  

As of 30 July 2018, new laws have restricted small drones from flying above 400 feet 
and within 1 kilometre of airport boundaries. In addition, new laws will also require 
owners of drones weighing 250 grams or more to register with the CAA and drone 
pilots will have to take an online safety test to ensure the UK’s skies are safe from 
irresponsible flyers. These requirements will come into force on 30 November 2019.  

In July 2018 the government launched a new consultation on drones. The 
consultation covered a variety of measures, including whether the airports restriction 
measure needs to be extended and what powers the police might require to enforce 
the law. The consultation responses are currently being analysed and the 
government will set out its plan for action shortly.  

(Source P.138) 
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Appendix B: ACI Press Statement on Drones 

Industry, government, and law enforcement have 
a responsibility to work together to protect 
aircraft and airports from drones 
Source: ACI 

Jan 28, 2019 

Montreal, 28 January 2019 – Airports Council International (ACI) World has today 
published an Advisory Bulletin to help airports address the risks posed by drone-related 
disruption to aircraft operations. 

ACI World believes that, while regulators and police will likely be the authority in 
addressing both enforcement and the preparation of anti-drone measures, all industry 
stakeholders must work with the relevant agencies to take action to protect the safety of 
aircraft operations. 

The recent disruption caused by the reported drone sightings at London Gatwick 
Airport – and recent temporary cessation of some operations at London Heathrow 
Airport and Newark Liberty International Airport following reported sightings of a drone 
– are the most widely-publicised of a series of incidents which have created debate 
about the best approach to preparing for – and dealing with – drone-related issues. 

ACI’s latest Advisory Bulletin proposes that airports lead the discussion and work closely 
with national authorities and local law enforcement agencies to develop a risk-based 
approach to dealing with the risks of drone incursions. This approach should take into 
account the impact on aircraft operations and available mitigation measures including 
anti-drone actions. 

“The recent drone-related disruption at airports in Europe, and their potential impact on 
airport safety and operations, have raised significant questions for airport operators 
around the world on their preparedness to handle situations like this,” ACI World 
Director General Angela Gittens said. 

“The highest authority for enforcement activities and initiating anti-drone measures will 
clearly be the relevant national authority, such as the Civil Aviation Authority in the case 
of the UK, and local law enforcement agencies. 

“It is incumbent on all industry stakeholders, however, to take action to protect the 
safety of aircraft operations in coordination with these agencies. Airport operators 
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should be aware of national laws and regulations pertaining to drones, with an 
understanding that these may reside outside of civil aviation.” 

The Advisory Bulletin lays out actions that an airport could take to lead the discussion 
with governments, regulators and law enforcement agencies to strengthen anti-drone 
measures and mitigations; they include: 

x Coordinating with national authorities on the creation of bylaws governing the 
operation of drones in the vicinity of the airport 

x Identifying geographic boundaries of “No Drone Zones” (no fly zones for drones) 
on and in the vicinity of the airport, especially approach and take-off flight paths 

x Coordinating with authorities on regulations and obtaining guidance on the 
requirements for airports to implement anti-drone technologies 

x Reviewing its assessment of the security risks associated with the malicious use of 
drones as part of the airport Security Risk Assessment 

x Establishing means to suppress/neutralize unauthorized drones within the airport 
boundary especially adjacent to runways and flight paths, and agreeing which 
agency is responsible for areas outside the airport boundary or not on the airport 
operator 

x Ensuring that any new anti-drone measures do not create unintended safety 
hazards and unmitigated risks to other manned aircraft, authorized drones and 
aviation infrastructures, and 

x Establishing a Concept of Operations and Standard Operating Procedure for anti-
drone measures based on advice from the national authorities. 

ACI World has requested that members share their experience and lessons learnt on 
anti-drone measures and drone related incidents so that relevant practices can be 
adopted across the industry. 
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SASIG Meeting: 6th February 2019 

Item 11 

 

Item 11: Guest speaker: Kathy Nothstine, NESTA. 

We are also pleased to welcome as our guest speaker, Kathy Nothstine who 
is the Lead for Future Cities in the Challenge Prize Centre at NESTA working 
on the future of urban transport and global cities.  She is currently leading 
on a project regarding Drone Technology and what it will mean on 
operating within complex city environments.  

Previously Kathy served as Programme Director for economic development, 
resilience and transport at the National Association of Counties where she 
convened leadership networks of local government officials with national, 
philanthropic, civic and business leaders to drive innovation in local and 
regional economic growth. 

She will be talking about the issues associated with future drone use in 
urban environments and the implications of this for local authorities. An 
introduction to the issue is provided for noting at Item 10. 
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LGA location map
Local Government Association 
���Smith Square
London SW1P 3HZ 

Tel: 020 7664 3131 
Fax: 020 7664 3030 
Email: info@local.gov.uk   
Website: www.local.gov.uk

Public transport 
���4NJUI�4RVBSF is well served by 
public transport. The nearest 
mainline stations are: Victoria 
and Waterloo: the local 
underground stations are  
St James’s Park (Circle and 
District Lines), Westminster 
(Circle, District and Jubilee Lines), 
and Pimlico (Victoria Line) - all 
about 10 minutes walk away.  

Buses 3 and 87 travel along 
Millbank, and the 507 between 
Victoria and Waterloo stops in 
Horseferry Road close to Dean 
Bradley Street. 

Bus routes – Horseferry Road 
507  Waterloo - Victoria 

C10 Canada Water - Pimlico - 
Victoria 

88  Camden Town - Whitehall 
- Westminster - Pimlico - 
Clapham Common

Bus routes – Millbank 
87  Wandsworth - Aldwych

3  Crystal Palace - Brixton -  
 Oxford Circus 

For further information, visit the 
Transport for London website  
at !!!"#$"%&'"()

Cycling facilities 
The nearest Barclays cycle hire 
racks are in Smith Square. 
Cycle racks are also available at  
���4NJUI�4RVBSF.  Please 
telephone the LGA  
on 020 7664 3131. 

Central London Congestion 
Charging Zone  
���4NJUI�4RVBSF is located 
within the congestion 
charging zone. 

For further details, please call 
0845 900 1234 or visit the website 
at www.cclondon.com 

Car parks 
Abingdon Street Car Park (off
Great College Street)

Horseferry Road Car Park  
Horseferry Road/Arneway  
Street. Visit the website at  
!!!"!*+#,-.+#*/"%&'"()012/)-.%

Strutton Ground
Horseferry 

Road

Great College St

Broad Sanctuary

Broadway

Bro
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way
Local 
Government 
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